The Metro Se

So Long, Mom,
I'm Off
To the Factory

New Public Schools
In Unlikely Places

By SLUSAN SAULNY

They are poppng up afl over, oo the mosg
cied piasces: an ofd salami factory in
B Birone, e boocy remuing of & defunci de
partment siore in Harlem, 4 warehoose v
cated by Sotheby's om the Upper East Sade,
th o o @ downoown Sy scr aper

P Raier GATE IR MW TOPK LEY, I I8 pOdss
bl 2o Messd a prablic schoal almost smywhere
that can hold a few hundred sludenis and s
COMmeE- e 8 réaesign Foar Classrooms and a
cafeterine These schoold, will thegr lodiice
BELACER 1 fhdeE modern diSor futked In
= iCape. are a
aas BD i, .- 0. aflen m
ureseiica] bun  somemes  deeary-looking
school buildings chist hsd Beotene thi (s of
prubelic et A bhom oveT (e 158t Ceaqury

=, lurfmng oo i

By sl anid —
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| 1 Bl
a school™ said | am M Goldsiein, the
presidend of the Schood Consruction Autsor

v, & part of ke city's Depariment of Edu
catiom “Weve spent @ ol of time retbesinng
our standards.”

TR Lieid & Balfig diiven by nesd The
scihuan] System must create 6,000 ew seals
{or students over the pext frve years io ksep
op with the population and sase ithe over

rowding that already exisls among ics 1.1
milSon siedenls. i 1 alss being helped
piSfg fhacipin ih pedapogy mall
e handE g A1 T Bt o Muygg Michasl B
Rlombgrg™s eliord o improvg pubc sdu-
carian ASd thid thiers & the cly's Aoloeits
real esale marker and the increasing Sifi-
calty of finding opes space and welcoming
eyt e, eEpecly v e Bigh sl s

But, egually [mportantyiene is e ro

reation of thi Schiool Bonsfnoction Aurtos
itw, wiikch only a lew vears ago was oonshs
wrgd @ blosded and scendal-plagued bored.
racy, Thi sulforsly Ras bhrown oud W
dril-papr dulitdnl, & SSdgopsdge of pace-
imes that wre decades o — calling fof
hings e ceuder Block walls i5d basemen
aller PFtemE — e Kepd ¢o8tE high and
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mrvirely restricind what & Hew ek
Ch i schiond could look like.

Rarret, the vioe president
al ure and mgineereg o
et authority, sakd the agency was &
ot lema picky now. “There e sibes
thin were probably iurned down in
the pand that we would deal with nirs
If {here's a by site, we make it &
e e ——]

People wha sludy schood Building
and dedign nsionally have been
chimely walchag New Yoik & il con-
iinoes o build pmall schooly in son-
iradiviong] places. While he City &
ol alone in convertisg ol industrial
of commnercis spaces inln schonls
{and private schools olfer meny ex.
amples), New York may sow hivs
e laiges mamber of pebles schonl
yigmlerdn o alrcluied Thal wefe ol
raili as schooly. And e number i
growing Over the next five years,
the auithorily will carve moderm
schiools ot of 3 spaces Ehad ooce Bud
bt iided The depaniment alresdy
holds: mere than 198 leases of such
ApaEs

Mol everyone warms easily oo the
ies of schooly i eld fsclorie,
elemigh. Saleny, chesslines. air qaall-
fy el Hghtisg are Dypical cofwermm,
even though sasdard school code re-
quiremesiy Femamn in effect in thess
spaces. Ansd while maay ol 1he sadm-
e o Peused SINUCTURES e redable
o Ehveir crealive dedigns, many lack
the spasce Jor gymnaskems and fiekds
and malimriuma becaiise of Thels
Tigh Ertan bocaiism

Labey usions have 2l Cesen (sme
with the rercations, soal of wibeh
mie in apeces leased from privale
jmrmilrrds. A coalitos of 1ebor wnions
has criisciged Mayor Rloemberg's
mdminisrackon, wyisg that such ar-
ranpemaents alksw afficials 1o alitay
wige laws ihai spphy o pablic worka
projecis. Whilke sdministration offl-
claky have denied &Y WIGAEMIRE
discussions between them amd union
bl Ty SOl s

Saaree studienty hae bad corsonnmm,
e, “When they First rold wm ihe ides
of revsing an old building, 1 dsdn't

ehink @ woeld weelk, ™ aaid Michasl
Oabinaya, a junior at Eleanor Roome
welt High Sehosl, lacwied A & st
Sohely's warskouse. Hut Michss|
evenigally came around. “The bakd-
g wad 8o pios,” b aald, “11's just &
o) wohaned aver all ™

Jeltrey A Lachsey, the fousder of
The School Dewign Fessarch Studio
the Uisiversity of Wisoonain in M-
o and an sesivlant prefessor of ar-
chibectpre mal engineering, =kl
“Whal i Mew Yok ia
happening ot of mecessity, and i’y
EFNETADAR Ome mEeresling
and oo prling hl.._-\':'rh-l whai &
sl o e

“There are delegations of Japa-
neae archibecty that have viastied us,
b W prslnl deim 0e Soadeld m New
Yark because we foel they are crigh
Cal mesdede o kool ar,” e skl

Specifically. Ba points o Millenni-
ums High Schoal, which sorapgesd the
smrsdard  hallenyand-clesareoes
denigs in converting thren floora ol 8
Zl-story alfie sower, Bl uses an apen

with cerrdtable ke chair
Ehat allew for informeal learnisg n
small groups. The caleceria i morn
Bk & mmall'n o) court, with cale 13-
des and & river view

“Whil we Were Fyiag b 36 wai
have & space thal would allow siy-
denils mad teachers the abdlicy 10 g
mine thah 40 in & foom and Sane il
each ather,” said Proksah Mair, ane
ol the schiol's dedigners. “B's Bave
irregularty shaped clasmmoome we
theene can be mESy Solivily cesbers
opeming inin muiEiproop sresy and
st jnl spase.”

Tuaad W) yearn agn, the city was mr-
rembeEring sChool balldings becsise it
hsd an excesn of space for o dwin-
dling school -sge Ara] wx-
isting sclwsod Buildings hsve been &
probiem.  Crusiblisg  brickwesk,
drafty windows and cveral disrepair
afe leeli of e in fn RSy sk Baild.
ingy. The conatruction authorsy will
mspend £ven more o Pepalring and
renevaling schimol = [THAE
Hham §7 billson — than o will on creas-
g Bw apacea, Becording (o iy 1
exf capital plan

I Losg laland Ciry, Cues, (heee
Figh schooks have opened withis the
pad thres vears in converted ware-
Ihousen. (The Schono] Constrection At
thaority’s hesdguariers s there, Gon,
in m feciory then used o prodoce
Chicletd ehiwisg jgam ) lhikds and
oeEaide Raomevell High Sclosl, & the
foemsr Sothely's wanehouss on Tich
Sinoet near Firs Awemss, il i hardin
bell gt brick building was ever any-
ching other Ban & high achoo, wah
137 miiike by, large ii-
iigrinm ol color-Dielnd, il
Iriomadly Moges

Examples M Rodseveln and Mil-
lenniess aside, tha majority of srw
sChoss. in coaming Fears will be both

From the ground up, and some &
likedy gn bee Lirge ersaiph (0 IS0nrpe
Fale & pumbed of schools Blany of
the mew schools recently completed
or unded conitieclios ane mlahle for
archieciural decsils b mulibevel
plaid-enclendd  alFkimE,  akylighis
and museum|ike daplay spaces

Whils ciry schooli wied o b de-
migmed inchiase, MAjoT archileclsal
fiimia asousd B cmnley new do ihe

APquiteensaica, Based in Miami
and known for dhe colorful, of-beai
siyle of (he Westm Hotel on Weal
dlrd S roet, recenily designed the ex-
nErisr al e mew High Sebonl foe Ar-
chiteitesre and LUrhan Plasning,
which is umder consrociion in Omae
Pali, (rasena. [ i3 nade 1o aay that
hee sl dhor=s naed bonk Fven Fe e
Iy liks ary other pblic schaal 1o
come Bsrfore o, writh e glass-hewck
mfd mietnl-pame], red med CAnery yel:
low exteror, 10 ia “Miami syke ™ waid
Mr. Gokistein of the comwiruction su-
1Ry

Richard Diatiner, & longlims anchi
tect of achooly and many ofher oty
srruciures (inchuding (he pecesl &3:
pansien of the Thsd firest subway
sam ko), sadd he believed che scho
wpbem had Began “a new wavs ol
immaginatively donigred schonls.™ |

The entire HHgh Schosl far Anchi-
peciure and Urban Plasning was o
Eady, of morta, For the School Conatrac-
rien Amtheriny becwse the BNy
wevamped ilsell midway Bhaough the

Siciars Porry i i o T
Katia Wright, & Ieacher at the Brons Chamer School for the Arts im
l_‘_ﬁlrlll f'|:|ni|-||I peeparing hrm?qﬂ-‘ndr clasen for & feld 1rip.

had besm § Facior in elecling ey
wypmeen mtd material i ohe buikding
Instsad of builkding & boller & the
basemeni, he waid, olficials weni
with & meach less expesmive roofiog
heating and cooling system.  Thary
alsan rethaosighs hardeare, furmiiure
ard lighting

The construclion sotharily was
criticized a bew years ago for Build-
g schools 1hat comn Be%) a sguare
B, maie thas manhy lisery Gpar-
menis. The High Schan Tor Archsec-
mire amd Urhas Planping, 0 con-
frast, ool abowi $300 @ square fool;
sl hias been cbiia 05 e Co T (he
lasd several new schools. (The na-
tioeal average B ockeer o 5105 &
wapmane boot.

The new Bione Chiried Sehanl for
the Arts came a beon ihe sdpe of &n
isharrinl mone in Hunss Podes after
in fihiilive Earch TPt i pot-
ing Beetter thas & dquat aciory buil
in 1017 o make SaLSages

The schaood s exterion. & rainbow of
plued Beicks, stands o 1mOng s
reightars — aulo repadr shops and
Foeze] distributisn cemlers — ke &
pibece of e arl. Beos Arey’ pu
s mod 6 shrink from s rﬂx
el bint emhanoe if, said Xanthe
Jory, the meecylier Ssecior

“Thers weie & number ol parenrs
who were like, "You're moving
whede? lnio whai? ™ Ma Jory re-
called ] Bdnk all thoae peaple hawe
I ORGSR



